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rom 1861 to 1865, 
the United States 
was engaged in a 

war that called brother  
to fight brother, father  
to fight son. The Civil 
War is considered by 
many historians to be  
the most significant 
event in our nation’s 
history. For 150 years, 
the causes of  this war 
have been discussed: 
the issue of  slavery, 
the right of  a state 
to secede from the 
Union, and the growing 
economic, social and 
cultural differences 
between the Northern 
states and the Southern 
states—all these factors 
played a role in causing 
this great conflict to  
take place.

The Civil War
F

United States 
of America

Confederate 
States of America

As the United States 
moved towards the 
outbreak of the  
Civil War, there  
were dramatic 
differences  
between the North 
and the South by 
1860.  Compare the 
facts and decide 
which side was 
better prepared to  
go to war.

UNITED  
STATES OF AMERICA

CONFEDERATE  
STATES OF AMERICA

23 states and 4 territories

2 million joined the Union Army  
and Navy

1860 CENSUS
Population: 22 million (4 million  
of  whom were men of  military age)

100,000 factories employed over         
1 million workers

20,000 miles of  railroad track— 
more than the rest of  the world 
combined—and 96 percent of  U.S. 
railroad equipment

$189 million in bank deposits (with 
Union banks holding 81 percent of  
the nation’s bank deposits and almost 
$56 million in gold)

     New York City’s population in 
       1860 was 800,000—the largest    
      city in the western hemisphere

11 states

850,000 men joined the Confederate 
Army and Navy

1860 CENSUS
Population: 9 million, including
4 million slaves (1,140,000 men
of  military age)

20,000 factories employed an 
estimated 100,000 workers 

9,000 miles of  railroad track

By 1860, the Southern states produced 
almost three-fourths of  the raw 
cotton used around the world—an 
estimated 1 billion pounds a year

Combined population of  southern
cities New Orleans (150,000),
Charleston, Richmond, and Savannah 
in 1860 was 270,000

California soldier
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NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS, 
AN AMERICAN SLAVE

“I have often been utterly 

astonished since I came to the 

North, to find persons who could 

speak of  the singing among  

slaves as evidence of  their 

contentment and happiness.  

It is impossible to conceive of  a 

greater mistake. Slaves sing most 

when they are most unhappy. 

The songs of  the slave represent 

the sorrows  of  his heart; he 

is relieved by them, only as an 

aching heart is relieved by tears.”

Narrative, Chapter 2

“I was broken in body, soul and spirit. 
My natural elasticity was crushed, my 

intellect languished, the disposition to 
read departed, the cheerful spark that 
lingered about my eye died; the dark 
night of  slavery closed in upon me; 
and behold a man transformed into 
a brute!

You have seen how a man was 
made a slave; you shall see how a 
slave was made a man.

My long-crushed spirit rose, 
cowardice departed, bold defiance 

took its place; and I now resolved 
that, however long I might remain a 

slave in form, the day had passed forever 
when I could be a slave in fact. 

                     Narrative, Chapter 10

Prominent abolitionist and lecturer, 
Frederick Douglass gave his first 
speech about his life as a slave at 
the age of  twenty-three, during the 
Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society’s 
annual convention in 1841. One 
correspondent reported, “Flinty 
hearts were pierced and cold ones 
melted by his eloquence.” His 
powerful words served as a preview 
of  the fierce language he would use 
to condemn slavery and support 
racial equality for the rest of  his life.

Douglass was born into slavery 
in 1817 under the name Frederick 
Augustus Bailey. In 1832, a Baltimore 
shipbuilder purchased Douglass, 
and his new mistress taught him 
to read and write, skills denied to 
most slaves. At the age of  twenty 
he escaped and changed his name 

to avoid being discovered and sent 
back into slavery. Douglass settled 
in Massachusetts with his wife and 
attended abolitionist events where he 
was soon invited to speak regularly.

Only four years after that first 
speech, Frederick Douglass 
published a memoir of  his life as 
a slave and a treatise on abolition, 
Narrative of  the Life of  Frederick 
Douglass, An American Slave. Five 
thousand copies were sold within 
four months of  its publication, and 
by 1860 almost thirty thousand 
copies were in circulation. Douglass’ 
autobiography is the most famous 
of  a number of  narratives written by 
former slaves in antebellum America 
and also is considered one of  the 
most influential writings in the  
anti-slavery movement.

After the publication of   
his autobiography, Douglass  
embarked on a lecture tour of   
Great Britain, and while he was  
away friends bought his freedom.  
When he returned to the United  
States, Douglass started an  
abolitionist newspaper called North 
Star, and he gained more prestige 
in abolitionist circles. Instead of   
being invited to make the same  
passionate speeches, he was  
included in the more ambitious  
strategic planning within the  
abolitionist movement. Douglass  
continued his tireless efforts to  
bring about the end of  slavery  
throughout the Civil War years.  
He continued to rally support to  
secure rights for black Americans  
until his death in 1895.

FREDERICK 
DOUGLASS

Mightier Than The Sword
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UNCLE TOM’S CABIN
“So this is the little 

lady who started 
this great war.” So 
said President 
Abraham Lincoln 
when he met 
Harriet Beecher 
Stowe at the 
White House 
in 1862 just 
before he issued 
the Emancipation 
Proclamation.  
A decade earlier, her 
novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 
gave a passionate voice to the 
Abolition Movement and achieved 
the author’s goal to help people 
understand the evil and immorality 
of  slavery.

Harriet Beecher was born in 
1811 and brought up in a family of  
famous, activist Christian ministers. 
She taught at two female academies 
that her sister founded and married 
Calvin Stowe, a noted Biblical 
scholar. After having seven children, 
Stowe wrote what became the 
best-selling novel in 19th-century 
America—Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

Published first through the 
months of  1851–52 as a serial in 
The National Era, the melodrama 
was an overnight sensation and 
came out in book form by the 
end of  1852. In its first year of  

publication, Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin: Life Among the 

Lowly sold 300,000 
copies in the 
United States 
and by 1855 was 
called “the most 
popular novel 
of  our day.” One 
million copies 

were sold in Great 
Britain. Stowe 

traveled to England 
and Europe in 1853, 

1856, and 1859 where 
she was honored by Queen Victoria 
and heads of  state. 

Stowe used suspenseful narration, 
moving dialogue, and well-detailed 
characters in her novel that tells the 
story of  a dignified old slave named 
Uncle Tom and his three owners. 
Two of  his owners treat him kindly, 
but the third, Simon Legree, abuses 
him and finally has Uncle Tom 
beaten to death when he refuses 
to reveal the whereabouts of  two 
runaway slaves. In addition to 
the major subplot of  a married 
slave couple, George and Eliza, 
escaping to freedom with their 
baby, two other characters have 
become memorable parts of  the 
story—Eva, the angelic slave 
owner’s daughter who befriends 
Uncle Tom and dies tragically 

and Topsy, a young slave girl who is 
transformed by Eva’s love.

Hailed as an antislavery 
masterpiece in the North and 
condemned as a vicious lie in the 
South, the effect that Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin had on our country’s politics 
and evolving social conscience in 
the years leading up to the Civil 
War cannot be underestimated.  
As a literary work, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s story has been ranked as an 
American masterpiece with its vivid 
descriptions of  mid-19th century 
life and enduring characters.Harriet Beecher Stowe

“The pen is mightier than the sword” people say. Words do have power—the 
power to make us act, think and feel. There are two books that aroused strong feelings  
in people during the years before the Civil War broke out. One, written by Harriet  
Beecher Stowe, is a piece of  literary fiction. The other is a true story in the form  
of  an autobiography written by a former slave, Frederick Douglass. The words  
of  Stowe and Douglass helped people understand—both in their minds and  
feelings—why slavery should be abolished.

Mightier Than The Sword
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JOHN BROWN: CELEBRATED MARTYR 
OR MILITANT INSURRECTIONIST

“His zeal in the cause of  my 

race was far greater than mine—

it was the burning sun to my 

taper light—mine was bounded 

by time, his stretched away to 

the boundless shores of  eternity. 

I could live for the slave, but he 

could die for him.”
 

Frederick Douglass, 1881

JOHN
BROWN

Radical abolitionist John Brown was 
a devoutly religious man who believed 
that he had been chosen by God to free 
the slaves. His passionate commitment 
to the end of  slavery by any means, 
even violence, inspired a number of  
leading abolitionists in the antebellum 
years. True to his beliefs, Brown led 
the raiding parties at the Pottawatomie 
Creek Massacre in 1856 and Harpers 
Ferry in 1859. At his execution, he was 
celebrated as a martyr by the Northern 
abolitionists who had supported his 
efforts, while Southerners called him the 
worst kind of  militant insurrectionist.

Brown devoted himself  to the 
abolition of  slavery after observing 
the abuse of  a young slave boy as a 
youth in Ohio. In the late 1840s, Brown 
and his family lived in Springfield, 
Massachusetts and became immersed in 
its progressive abolitionist community. 
Of  the abolitionist movement, he 
said, “These men are all talk. What we 
need is action—action!” Brown gave 
speeches at abolitionist meetings that 
advocated armed resistance as the only 
possible way to defeat the intolerable 
institution. Frederick Douglass noted, 
“From this night spent with John 
Brown in Springfield, Mass. 1847, 
while I continued to write and speak 
against slavery, I became all the same 

less hopeful for its peaceful abolition. 
My utterances became more and more 
tinged by the color of  this man’s strong 
impressions.” When the Fugitive Slave 
Act was passed in 1850, Brown founded 
the League of  Gileadites to help protect 
runaway slaves from recapture. While in 
Springfield, Brown formed friendships 
with leading New England abolitionists 
who would help support him financially 
for the rest of  his life as he became 
increasingly determined to end slavery 
by any means necessary.

When the Kansas-Nebraska Act was 
passed by Congress in 1854, declaring 
that a public vote would decide the issue 
of  slavery in each of  the new states, 
Brown went to Kansas with his oldest 
sons to help support an anti-slavery 
government. Bloody skirmishes between 
Missouri pro-slavery Border Ruffians 
and anti-slavery Free Soilers gave the 
state the nickname “Bleeding Kansas.” 
On May 21, 1856, the situation came to 
a head with the sacking of  Lawrence, 
Kansas by pro-slavery forces. Furious, 
Brown became further enraged when he 
heard that the next day a South Carolina 

legislator, Preston Brooks, caned anti-
slavery Senator Charles Sumner on 
the floor of  Congress. Two days later, 
Brown led a group of  anti-slavery 
followers to the pro-slavery settlement 
at Pottawatomie Creek, Kansas where 
they pulled five pro-slavery men from 
their homes and murdered them in 
retaliation. Brown and his followers 
escaped capture with the support 
of  a group of  New England 
abolitionists later called the Secret 
Six and began to plan for a large-
scale slave insurrection. 
John Brown is best known for 

leading the raid on Harpers Ferry,  
Virginia on October 16–18, 1859.  
He expected slaves to rally to him in  
a massive slave revolt once he had  
secured the weapons for them with  
the capture of  the U.S. Army arsenal  
at Harpers Ferry. On the first day of   
the raid, Brown’s raiders captured  
a number of  hostages and cut the  
telegraph line. By the second day,  
the local citizens’ militia had cornered  
Brown’s forces in an engine house.  
A number of  people were slain on 
both sides before Lt. Col. Robert E. 
Lee led a squad of  over eighty Marines 
to put down the rebellion. Tried and 
convicted for treason against the State 
of  Virginia, Brown was executed on 
December 2, 1859. His last letter 
stated, “I, John Brown am now quite 
certain that the crimes of  this guilty 
land will never be purged away but 
with Blood.” Newspapers in the North 
celebrated Brown as a champion of  
the abolitionist cause, while Southern 
newspapers labeled him a dangerous 
revolutionary. Brown’s passionate 
commitment to the violent end of  
slavery made him a highly controversial 
figure both during his lifetime and 
afterward. His advocacy of  violence to 
overthrow slavery and the very different 
reactions to his death would be a major 
catalyst for the start of  the Civil War.
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Face to Face with History
t is not often that you can
talk to people from the 
past. We all listen to 
stories told by our parents, 

grandparents, or aunts and 
uncles about moving to a 
new place, going to school, 
traveling, or celebrating family 
birthdays in the “old days”—
50 or 60 years ago. Imagine 
being able to talk to someone 
who lived 150 years ago!

All of  the people who are 
profiled here—a President, 
generals, a poet, and a 
nurse—lived during one of  
the most important times 
in our nation’s history—the 
Civil War. You may want to 
check out a library book or 
look up more information on 
a website to learn more about 
these special Americans.

So choose your favorite 
historical characters and find 
them when you come out to 
the Civil War Revisited.  
They will be waiting  
to meet you, talk  
with you, and  
answer your  
questions about  
their lives.

I THE PRESIDENTS

President Lincoln with Gen. George B. McClellan and group of  officers in Antietam, Maryland.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
The 16th President of  the United 

States, Abraham Lincoln was born 
on February 12, 1809 in a Kentucky 
log cabin. His formal education was 
limited to less than one year in the 
classroom. After serving three terms 
in the Illinois State Legislature, he was 
elected to Congress in 1846. In 1858, 
Lincoln ran for the U.S. Senate against 
Stephen A. Douglas and lost despite 
his powerful presence at the now 
famous Lincoln-Douglas debates.  
In 1860, Lincoln was elected President   
      on the Republican ticket.  
      Shortly after, Southern states  
        began to secede from the Union,  
          and the Civil War ensued.  
           After seeing the United States      
 through this turbulent war        
 Abraham Lincoln was   
     assassinated by John Wilkes  
       Booth on April 14, 1865.  
                         Abraham Lincoln  
                            is considered by  
                               many historians  
                                to be our greatest  
                                  president.

JEFFERSON DAVIS
Unlike Abraham Lincoln,  

Confederate President  
Jefferson Davis’  
childhood was a  
privileged one.  
Upon graduation  
from West Point  
Military Academy  
in 1828, he  
served in the U.S.  
Army for seven years. 
In 1835, he resigned his post in the 
Army and settled in Mississippi as a 
cotton planter. He quickly attained 
wealth and position in society, which 
helped him gain a seat in the House 
of  Representatives in 1845. During 
his term in the U.S. Senate, Davis 
was a vocal spokesperson for slavery 
but cautioned against secession after 
Lincoln’s election. On February 9, 1861, 
Davis was elected President of  the 
Confederacy. At the war’s end, he fled 
Richmond but was captured in Georgia 
and imprisoned until 1867. After 
spending the remainder of  his life as a 
businessman, Davis died in 1889. 
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MEN OF ACTION
GENERAL ROBERT E. LEE 
With his remarkable military skills—
brilliant battle strategy and inspiring 
leadership—as commander of  the 

Army of  Northern 
Virginia and  

General-in-
Chief  of  the 
Confederate 
Army, General 
Robert E. Lee 

led the Union 
of  Confederate 

States to victory 
in key battles during the four-year 
conflict. One of  the South’s most 
famous generals, “Stonewall” 
Jackson so admired Lee’s abilities he 
once said, “I would follow him onto 
the battlefield blindfolded.” 

After victories at Fredericksburg 
and Chancellorsville, Lee attempted 
his second invasion of  the North in 
the summer of  1863 that culminated 
at the Battle of  Gettysburg. 

A pivotal turning point in the 
Civil War, the savage three-day 
battle climaxed with Pickett’s charge 
on the afternoon of  July 3, when 
the entrenched Union line killed 
over 6,000 Confederate soldiers as 
they marched over an open field. 
The Confederate Army never 
recovered from their decisive defeat 
at Gettysburg. 

Under General Lee’s leadership, 
the Confederate armies continued to 
fight for almost another two years. 
At Appomattox he lost his final 
battle to Union General Ulysses S. 
Grant in April 1865, to whom he 
surrendered on April 9.

Arlington, Lee’s family home in 
Virginia, was officially confiscated 
by the Federal government shortly 
after the Battle of  Gettysburg and 
designated as a national cemetery 
before the end of  the war. Lee 
spent his last years as president of  
Virginia’s Washington College and 
died at age 63 in 1870.

GENERAL ULYSSES S. GRANT
Beginning his service in the Civil  

War as the commander of  an unruly 
Illinois volunteer regiment, this 

West Point graduate 
and veteran of  

the Mexican 
War steadily 
proved his 
worth as a 
strong military 

leader through 
the first three 

years of  the war.
After Ulysses S. Grant captured 

Fort Henry, attacked Fort 
Donelson, and masterminded 
the Union victory at Shiloh in 
1862, President Abraham Lincoln 
declared “I can’t spare this man— 
he fights.” In one of  the war’s most 
brilliant campaigns, he captured 
Vicksburg after a six-month siege 
in July 1863. The loss of  the 
South’s vital stronghold on the 
Mississippi effectively split the 
Confederacy in half.

His successes in the West  
ultimately led to his appointment  
by President Lincoln as General- 
in-Chief  of  the Union armies  
in March 1864. Grant led the  
Union’s relentless pursuit of   
victory through the last year of  
the brutal conflict. Finally on 
April 9, 1865, Grant accepted 
the Confederacy’s surrender 
from General Robert E. Lee at 
Appomattox Court House.

Grant was elected as the 18th 
President of  the United States 
and served from 1869 to 1877.  
Diagnosed with throat cancer in 
1884 after a lifetime of  smoking 
cigars, he spent the last months 
of  his life writing his Memoirs 
and died in July 1885 at age 63. 
Mark Twain commented that “The 
fact remains that General Grant’s 
book is a great, unique…literary 
masterpiece.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON
A prominent lecturer 

and essayist, Emerson 
was one of  the leading 
voices of  American 
Romanticism.  
His transcendentalist 
philosophy influenced 
the writings of  authors, 
such as Walt Whitman 
and Henry David Thoreau.  
After graduating from Harvard, 
Emerson wrote in his journal in 1822 
that “nothing but tremendous familiarity 
and the bias of  private interest” can 
“reconcile the...mind to the pardon of  
slavery.” His beliefs were reinforced 
following a visit to South Carolina and 
Florida in 1826. Beginning in 1837, 
Emerson gave a number of  lectures 
outlining his moral objections to 
slavery. On January 31, 1862, he spoke 
at the Smithsonian Institution, “The 
South calls slavery an institution... I 
call it destitution... Emancipation is the 
demand of  civilization.” Emerson was 
one of  several Northern intellectuals to 
call for the abolition of  slavery in the 
years before the Civil War.

WALT WHITMAN
One of  America’s 

greatest poets, best 
known for his book 
Leaves of  Grass,  
Walt Whitman was 
a memorable figure 
during the Civil War. 
Too old for active duty, 
he lived in Washington, 
D.C. where he nursed wounded 
soldiers, worked at the Interior 
Department, and wrote poetry and 
prose. His book, Drum Taps, resulted 
from his war work. His great poems 
of  the era include “O Captain! My 
Captain!” and “When Lilacs Last in the 
Dooryard Bloom’d,” both of  which 
reveal his despair at the assassination 
of  Abraham Lincoln.

Men of Words
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WOMEN OF THE CIVIL WAR

SOJOURNER TRUTH
Born into slavery in upstate New 

York in 1797, Sojourner Truth grew 
up speaking Dutch and an African 
language. She was treated brutally 
and sold to five different masters. 
In 1827, slavery was abolished in 
New York State, and she walked 
away from her last owner when she 
was almost thirty. In middle age, 
she became a Quaker and took the 
name Sojourner Truth because she 
traveled widely, declaring the truth to 
people, especially about the wrongs 
of  slavery. 

Though never literate, she became 
a very well-known advocate for 
abolition and for women’s rights 
through publications and speeches. 
She dictated her memories to a 
friend, Olive Gilbert, who published 
The Narrative of  Sojourner Truth: A 
Northern Slave in 1850. Her “Ain’t I 
A Woman” speech during a women’s 
rights convention also became a 
classic. During the Civil War, she 
visited President Lincoln, gave money 
to black Union soldiers, and later 
helped freed slaves find employment. 
After the war, she fought against 
segregation and advocated a land 
distribution program for freed slaves 
until her death in 1883.

CLARA BARTON
Dubbed “The Angel of  the 

Battlefield” at Antietam, Clara Barton 
founded the American Red Cross in 
1881 after years of  volunteer service 
in the Civil War and its aftermath.  
In 1861, as Union troops began 
arriving in Washington D.C. wounded, 
hungry, and sick from the battlefields, 
she immediately began organizing 
relief. Supplies of  bandages, clothes, 
food, and medicine quickly filled her 
apartment and a rented warehouse. 
With a team of  mules she brought 
supplies to the wounded and dying 
soldiers at many of  the battlefields. 

MARY CHESNUT
This upper-class South 

Carolina lady began writing 
in her diary on February 
18, 1861 and wrote the last 
entry on June 26, 1865. She 
was an eyewitness to many 
historical events during 
the Civil War and wrote 
with great feeling about all 
different classes and serious 
issues plus recorded vivid 
details of  everyday life.  
Her diary, first published in 
1905, became one of  the 
most famous books from 
the Confederacy.

HARRIET TUBMAN
Born a slave on the Eastern Shore 

of  Maryland, Harriet Tubman fled 
to Philadelphia in 1849. Navigating 
by landmarks and communicating 
through coded messages contained 
in songs and Biblical passages, she 
returned to the South nineteen times 
as a conductor on the “Underground 
Railroad” to help over 300 slaves 
escape from bondage. During the 
Civil War she was a secret agent and 
military spy, for which she was later 
awarded a pension. After the Civil 
War, she cared for indigent freedmen 
and worked for women’s rights.

Clara Barton’s volunteer efforts 
continued after the war as she 
championed the cause of  locating 
missing soldiers for their families.
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In October, we received orders to proceed to 
Washington to join the army on the Potomac. 
[In St. Paul]…we found the streets crowded 
with people waving their handkerchiefs.  
The band played, the flag waved, and the 
boys cheered back… boys wore red, white 
and blue neckties with girls who carried flags 
and flowers… . Drawn up in a crowd… all 
passed by for a last good-bye and last “God 
bless you, boys!” And so amid cheering and 
flag-waving, the steamboat came floating 
down stream, and we were off, with the band 
playing the “Star-Spangled Banner.”

Union drummer boy William  
Bircher wrote home from St. Paul, 
Minnesota, 1861.

I do not know what my little boys and my 
angel Anna will do for a Santa Claus this 
Christmas. It would be fine if  the little fellows 
could get up in the morning and find their 
stockings full of  goodies and cry out, “Sure, 
it was Pa! Pa is old Santa!” But I don’t 
think we will have such a happy Christmas 
morning. I must try and get the old fellow to 
see you, if  I am so fortunate as to see him 
before that time. But he may be afraid of  
soldiers and keep out of  my way.

Jessiah Patterson, Georgia Volunteers 
wrote to his children from Manassas, 
Virginia, December 1861.

The roar of  the infantry was beyond 
anything conceivable… . Imagine from 8,000 
to 10,000 men on one side, with probably 
a larger number on the other, all at once 
discharging their muskets. If  all the stone 
and brick houses of  Broadway should tumble 
at once, the roar and rattle could hardly be 
greater, and amidst this, hundreds of  pieces 
of  artillery, right and left, were thundering as 
a sort of  bass to the infernal music.

Written home to Alpheas after the 
Battle of  Antietam, September 17, 1862.

Dear Mother,
My first battle is over and I saw nearly all of  

it… . Saturday the hardest fighting was done.  
I saw the Irish Brigade make three charges.  
They started with full ranks, and I saw them 
in less time than it takes to write this, exposed 
to a galling fire of  shot and shell and almost 
decimated… . I saw wounded men brought in 
by the hundred and dead men lying stark in the 
field, and then I saw our army retreat to the very 
place where they started from, a loss incalculable in 
men, horses, cannon, … and I am discouraged. I 
came out here sanguine as any one, but I have seen 
enough, and I am satisfied that we never will whip 
the South… . Let any one go into the Hospital 
where I was and see the scenes that I saw… .

Union drummer boy Charles Bardeen 
wrote home on December 14, 1862 during 
the Battle of  Fredericksburg.

We were tired and worn from the long weary  
marches we had made but it was not a difficult 
task to get up considerable enthusiasm… 
hundreds of  school children, all dressed in 
white… hurled… beautiful 
bouquets of  flowers upon us 
as we passed; the bands all 
played the national airs; the 
people cheered until they were 
hoarse; banners waved and 
handkerchiefs fluttered.

Union soldier 
Theodore Gerrish wrote 
home in May 1865 
describing the parade 
of  the Grand Armies 
of  the Republic in 
Washington, D.C.  
It took two full days, 
May 23 and 24, for 
the 150,000 men to 
pass in review down 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
from the Capitol.

Civil War soldiers were some of the most literate soldiers in history,  
and most of them wrote home frequently. Letters were the only way of keeping in 

touch with families that many of them had left for the first time in their lives.

As you read these words, written over 150 years ago, use your imagination to begin 
to discover what these soldiers were experiencing as they fought in the Civil War.

Dear... Letters Home

Dear Mother,
The day before yesterday I don’t suppose this continent ever has, or will soon, witness such a day’s fighting… . Musketry came over us so fast that it made a complete tune, and the air seemed as full of  minie balls as it ever was of  snow or drops of  rain… . I see the dead Yankees strewn around where they were in deadly conflict… . I never expected to see such a sight. Confederate Second Lieutenant William Burgwyn wrote home on December 16, 1862 during the Battle of  Fredericksburg.
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Diversity in the Civil War
oldiers from a wide variety of  ethnic backgrounds 
fought in the Civil War. Of  the approximately 2 
million Union soldiers, nearly 500,000 were foreign 

born. Immigration continued during the conflict, and many 
newcomers showed their newfound patriotism by joining the 
Union army within months of  arrival.

AFRICAN AMERICANS
An estimated 200,000 African Americans served in the 

Union army over the course of  the Civil War.  
Their participation began in earnest after the Battle of  
Antietam and the issuance of  the Emancipation Proclamation 
by President Lincoln in January 1863. By October 1864, there 
were 140 regiments of  freedmen. African-American soldiers 
played an increasingly important role during the final year of  
the war. Their pay was about half  that of  white troops, and 
casualty rates in combat were approximately 35 percent higher 
in part because the Confederate troops were less likely to 
take black prisoners. One of  the most famous units, the 54th 
Massachusetts Regiment, saw its most distinguished action 
in South Carolina in May 1863 at the assault on Fort Wagner. 
Over thirty-seven thousand of  the African Americans who 
served in the Union Army gave their lives in the great struggle 
to end slavery.

S

4th U.S. Colored Infantry Regiment, E Company—Fort Lincoln, Maryland

GERMAN AMERICANS
When the war broke out young German American men 

enlisted without hesitation; a number also served in the 
Southern forces. German participation in the Union Army 
was strong with 175,000 men joining up to fight. Several all-
German regiments served in the Union forces, many in the 
11th Corps, and there were a number of  German artillery units. 
Union generals from Germany included Franz Sigel, August 
von Kautz, and Carl Schurz.

IRISH AMERICANS
Irish Americans, in particular, played an important 

role in the war. One hundred fifty thousand Irish served 
in the Union Army. Some of  the most notable regiments 
were Irish, such as Thomas Meagher’s Irish Brigade 
that went into battle under a green flag with a large gold 
harp at its center. Statistics from the Confederate Army 
are scarce, but the Southern songs of  the era suggest a 
strong Irish influence.

ITALIAN AMERICANS
Italian American involvement in the Civil War was 

intense and passionate. Their military hero, Giuseppe 
Garibaldi, was their inspiration and his Republican 
views led many Italians to support the Union cause, 
though they were represented in the Southern forces as 
well. The famous Garibaldi Guard was the name of  the 
39th New York Infantry, recruited mainly from New 
York City. Francisco Spinola recruited four regiments 
in New York and was appointed by President Lincoln 
to be their general.

Irish Brigade

Members of  the 39th New York Infantry: The Garibaldi Guard

10



MEXICAN AMERICANS
Nearly 10,000 Mexican 

Americans fought during the 
conflict in both the Union and 
Confederate forces. Best known 
as Tejano regiments, the 33rd 
Texas Cavalry (Confederate) and 
the 2nd Texas Cavalry (Union) 
faced a great deal of  prejudice 
against them in both armies. 
The 33rd Texas was commanded 
by Colonel Santos Benavides, 
who saw action numerous times 
against Mexican bandits and 
Union soldiers in Texas and the Southwest.  
His unit never lost a battle and was often praised by the 
Confederate government. Hispanic troops were involved 
in most of  the ninety officially recorded Civil War 
engagements in Texas.

NATIVE AMERICANS
While Native Americans 

participated on both sides 
of  the Civil War, according 
to government records, 
approximately 3,600 Native 
Americans served in the Union 
Army. One of  the best known 
was Colonel Ely Parker, a Seneca 
who served as an aide to Ulysses 
S. Grant and helped to transcribe 
the terms of  Lee’s surrender at 
the Appomattox Court House. 
Elevated to the rank of  general 
after the war, Parker served as President Grant’s 
Commissioner of  Indian Affairs. The best known 
Native American Confederate soldier was Brigadier 
General Chief  Stand Watie, a Cherokee. He organized a 
regiment known as the First Cherokee Mounted Rifles. 
Watie had the distinction of  being the last Confederate 
officer to lay down arms—more than two months after 
Lee’s surrender.

SCANDINAVIAN AMERICANS
A large number of  Scandinavian American 

immigrants fought for the Union, with many joining 
the Navy. One of  the most prominent, John Ericsson, 
invented the propeller and designed the first Union 
ironclad ship, the Monitor.

Colonel Santos Benavides

ZOUAVES
The Zouaves, with their distinctive Algerian inspired 

uniforms, were some of  the most famous Civil War units. 
They were comprised of  European Americans and earned a 
reputation as hard and steady fighters. 

Before the Civil War, militia and drilling companies 
adopted the uniform and names like the “Zouave Cadets.” 
When they toured eastern cities, their complex marching 
routines and flashy uniforms generated a great deal of  
interest in the Zouaves. 

With the outbreak of  the Civil War, many Zouave units 
were raised on both sides. The Zouave units with the Union 
Army of  the Potomac fought in nearly every phase of  
the Battle of  Antietam. The 9th New York, or “Hawkins 
Zouaves,” suffered 63 percent casualties in the final assault at 
“Burnsides Bridge.”

Zouave Cadets
Native American General
Ely S. Parker

Diversity in the Civil War
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alifornia’s role in the Civil 
War is a fascinating chapter 
in the history of  the Golden 

State—a story filled with drama, 
turmoil, heroism,…and thousands 
of  young men determined to serve 
the Union as soldiers.

Although Abraham Lincoln  
carried California by only a slim 
margin in the 1860 Presidential 
election, the state would prove 
staunchly loyal to the Union. When 
war came, the California Legislature 
denounced secession and in May 
1861 pledged full support for “the 
Constitution and the Union in the 
hour of  trial and peril.”

At the war’s beginning, 
Southerners accounted for only 7 

C percent of  the state’s population. 
They were, however, an extremely 
active and vocal minority. They 
supported a separate “Pacific 
Republic” whose flag was raised 
briefly in Stockton in January 1861. 
They formed pro-Confederate 
societies such as the Knights of  the 
Golden Circle. They hatched plots 
to use an armed schooner as a Rebel 
privateer.  
They also fanned Confederate 
sentiments with inflammatory rhetoric 
in local newspapers. One of  the most 
extreme papers was published in the 
central San Joaquin Valley—Visalia’s 
The Equal Rights Expositor.

The California Legislature 
responded to the actions of  these 

Southern sympathizers by outlawing 
“display of  the rebel flag” and 
barring Confederate sympathizers 
from seeking redress in the courts. 
Pro-Southern newspapers were 
shut down or forbidden to use the 
mails. Leland Stanford, president 
of  the Central Pacific Railroad, was 
elected Governor in 1862; and along 
with the pro-Union Republican 
politicians who captured the State 
Legislature, he kept California firmly 
in the Union camp.

“…all of a sudden it became a hand-to-hand affair…Californians,  
especially notoriously good fighters, were standing up to the rack like 
men, dealing out to us the best they had. They rallied at every call on 

them and went down with banners flying.”
Confederate soldier John Munson, commenting on the California 100 (Company A,   

Second Massachusetts Cavalry) from Reminiscences of  a Mosby Guerrilla.

ost of  the nearly 17,000 
 Californians who enlisted 
 to fight for the Union 
 served in the West. These 
U.S. Army soldiers from California  
prevented invasion and occupation  
of  the Southwest U.S. Territory.  
They kept the Oregon Overland  
and Santa Fe Trails open and  
protected the western portion of   
the Trans-Continental Telegraph 
Lines. These troopers also secured  
the routes along which California  
gold was shipped eastward—over  
5 million dollars monthly to 
underwrite the Union bonds that 
financed the war!

M There were, however, hundreds 
of  California volunteers who saw 
action in the East—notably the 
men of  the California 100 and later 
the California Cavalry Battalion. 
They were recruited and trained 
in California prior to sailing east 
to become part of  the Second 
Massachusetts Cavalry. This group 
participated in 51 battles, skirmishes 
and campaigns. They fought with 
distinction during General Philip 
Sheridan’s 1864 crucial Shenandoah 
Valley campaign, specifically in the 
Battle of  Cedar Creek, and were 
present at Appomattox Court House 
for the Confederate surrender.

Other California volunteers served 
in New York and Pennsylvania 
regiments. Some of  the units were 
identified by their state’s name—for 
example, Baker’s California Brigade 
(also known as The First California). 
Baker’s First California saw action in 
the Battles of  Bull Run, Antietam, 
and Fredericksburg, and by the war’s 
end had fought in 17 major battles 
and campaigns! These Californians 
along with others in the Brigade 
withstood the brunt of  Pickett’s 
Charge at the Battle of  Gettysburg.

CALIFORNIANS IN UNIFORM

The California Story
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ARMY FORTS IN CALIFORNIA
alifornia was on the western 
edge of  the American frontier 
when the Civil War broke out. 
This meant that California 

was removed from where the most 
important battles occurred. It did not 
mean, however, that California was not 
involved in the war. In fact, the U.S. 
Army established forts, camps, arsenals, 
and supply depots throughout California. 
There were approximately 25 permanent 
installations in use at the height of  the 
war, as well as a number of  smaller 
camps and facilities.

These military fortifications helped 
to maintain order within California, 
train soldiers, protect supply routes, 
guard vital seaports, control the Native 
Americans, and most importantly, 
provide security against any outside 
threat to California. A number of  these 
fortifications are historic sites today—
the most visible reminder of  California’s 
Civil War heritage. 

C

THE PRESIDIO

The Presidio at San Francisco was one 
of  a number of  forts in California’s San 
Francisco Bay Area where U.S. soldiers 
were stationed during the war years.  
Other sites include Point San Jose (Fort 
Mason), Fort Point, and Alcatraz.  
The Presidio was first established in 1776 
by the Spanish. It then came under the 
control of  Mexico in 1822, and finally 
was seized by the United States during the 
Mexican-American War in 1846. In fact, 
the famous Union commander General 
William T. Sherman was stationed at the 
Presidio during the 1850s.

At the start of  the Civil War in 1861,  
a flag of  secession was briefly raised 
over San Francisco, but order was 
restored when General Edwin Sumner 
arrived with 500 troops. The Presidio 
grew to include approximately 1,100 

troops since it was the one suitable base 
from which to command large numbers 
of  soldiers in the Bay Area. Following 
the Civil War, the Presidio continued 
in operation for 130 years until it was 
decommissioned in 1995, and the site 
was transferred to the National Park 
Service. Many of  the original structures 
at the Presidio have been preserved, 
including the 1776 Commandant’s 
quarters and the 1854 Army Hospital.

FORT YUMA

In Fresno County, Fort Miller was an 
active Civil War fort located along the 
south bank of  the San Joaquin River 
near the county seat of  Millerton. Fort 
Miller was established in 1851 to protect 
mining interests and control the area’s 
Native American population. It was 
also the location of  treaty negotiations 
between the U.S. Government and 

DRUM BARRACKS

Established in January 1862 near the 
town of  Wilmington, Drum Barracks 
in Los Angeles was the premier supply 
installation in Southern California 
during the Civil War. This military fort 
was needed because there was a large 
number of  Southern sympathizers in 
the region. The facility was constructed 
at a cost of  1 million dollars to become 
what one officer described as “the finest 
[barracks] we have ever seen.” Between 
200 and 6,000 men were stationed at 
Drum Barracks during the course of  
the war. It was the mustering place for 
the First California Infantry Regiment 
that would form part of  the famous 
“California Column.” It also played a role 
in an experiment by the U.S. Army during 
the war to evaluate if  camels could be 
used by the Army. The experiment failed. 
The fort closed in 1870 with most of  
the buildings auctioned off. Today, the 
original Junior Officers’ quarters houses 
the Los Angeles War Museum.

FORT MILLER

Fort Yuma was located in Southern 
California near the Arizona border at an 
important crossing along the Colorado 
River. It was established in 1850 to 
protect vital supply routes into the state 
and maintain control over local Native 
American tribes. During the Civil War, 
the strategic importance of  this fort as a 
gateway into California was recognized  
by both Union and Confederate forces.  
The Fort served as a military supply depot 
for the Southwest after the Civil War and 
was eventually abandoned in 1883. Today, 
the historic site is occupied by a mission 
and school for Native Americans.

sixteen Native American tribes in 
1851. The Fort was abandoned in 1858 
and then recommissioned in 1863 in 
response to reports of  pro-Confederate 
activity in Fresno County. Although 
these reports were exaggerated, two 
companies of  the Second California 
Volunteer Regiment were sent to control 
the civilian population. Fort Miller was 
abandoned once again in October 1864 
and its buildings auctioned off  in 1866. 
A few of  the Fort buildings were saved 
before Friant Dam was built in the 1940s, 
creating Millerton Lake which inundated 
the site. For many years the Fort’s 
Blockhouse was a museum in Fresno’s 
Roeding Park. Currently, the remaining 
Fort buildings are being reassembled and 
restored at Table Mountain Rancheria 
close to the Fort’s original location.
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THE REBELS OF VISALIA

ne of  the most 
intense and vitriolic 
areas of  support 
for the Confederacy 

within California came from 
the central San Joaquin 
Valley—the town of  Visalia. 
In the early 1860s, Visalia 
was a prosperous, growing 
community, one of  the 
largest towns in the valley 
boasting a population of  over 
500 citizens. Overt resistance 
was largely a war of  words. 
There were, however, several 
instances of  violence.

Organized “secesh” (a 
nickname for the Rebel 
sympathizers used in the 
writings of  the day) activity in Visalia 
was promoted through the press. In 
1860, a series of  heated exchanges 
between the pro-Union editor of  the 
Visalia Sun, W. G. Morris, and the 
pro-Confederate editor of  The Delta, 
John Shannon, did result in violence. 
Shannon was shot and killed by Morris 
after an argument in a saloon.

By mid-1861, the arrival of  L.P. 
Hall and L.J. Garrison took the secesh 
activity in the town to a whole new level. 
Rabid secessionists, they used their new 
publication, The Equal Rights Expositor, 
to heap criticism on the Lincoln 
administration, the Union Army, and 
promote rumors about the course of  
the war and the futility of  the North’s 
crusade against slavery.

The Expositor found a willing audience 
in Visalia’s citizens, and this hotbed of  
Southern sympathizers attracted the 
attention of  General Wright of  the 
Department of  the Pacific who banned 
the newspaper from use of  the U.S. 
Mails. Termed “an act of  despotism,” 
Hall and Garrison intensified their 
editorials and Union troops were 
dispatched to Visalia. 

O

In September 1862, companies from 
the Second California Cavalry under the 
command of  Colonel George S. Evans 
arrived and eventually were quartered  
at a location named Camp Babbit.  
The colonel noted that he and his troops 
endured continuous insults and threats 
from the civilian population. After a 
month of  relative calm, an argument 
between a group of  Union soldiers and 
the owner of  the Fashion Saloon turned 
violent. Shots were fired and one of  the 
soldiers was killed.

The editors of  The Expositor had a field 
day with the Fashion Saloon shooting, 
but as their editorials show, they were 
growing increasingly fearful of  being 
confronted with the wrath of  Union 
troops themselves. “Since the arrival 
of  the troops, we have heard every 
day of  threats made by this band of  
rowdies, to the effect that if  Col. Evans 
did not suppress The Expositor, they 
would ‘smash’ it.” (Dec. 6, 1862) After a 
series of  scathing editorials concerning 
the detainment of  rebel activists by 
Union troops, Hall and Garrison were 
themselves arrested and detained. They 
were released after several days, however, 

on the grounds that they 
sign a loyalty oath. The 
language of  The Expositor 
became muted for a time.

By January 1863, the 
Union forces in Visalia had 
received reinforcements, 
and the mood in the town 
seemed to be calming 
down when the editors 
of  The Expositor decided 
to breach the peace and 
take one more stab at the 
Union Army. When Hall 
and Garrison referred to 
the famous military unit 
the “California 100” as 
the “California Cossacks” 
they roused not only the 

indignation of  the Camp Babbit troops 
but of  the civilian population.

On the night of  March 5, men 
broke into The Expositor’s printing  
office, destroying the press and  
smashing up the office. It is  
unknown whether the perpetrators  
were soldiers from Camp Babbit.

The ransacking of  the newspaper’s  
printing office sounded the end-note for 
that publication and indeed to secesh 
activity in Visalia. Hall and Garrison left 
town. Save for a few other incidents, 
including another shooting of  a soldier 
and the looting of  the suspect’s home, 
events in Tulare County became less 
troublesome for the Federal authorities.

By the end of  1863, pro-secessionist  
activity and organized hostility towards  
Union troops largely came to an end,  
and the remaining years passed in 
relative peace. Sources for the information 
for this article: “Tulare County: Hotbed of  
Secession (1861–1863)” MA dissertation by 
Thomas E. Berryhill, CSU, Fresno, 1941 and 
“The Rebels of  Visalia, California (1860–
1865)” MA dissertation by Homer Delabar, 
CSU, Fresno, 1957.

“These deluded creatures should remember that we have just as much right to the soil
of California as they have, and we will not relinquish this right without a struggle.”

Pro-Confederate Visalia Equal Rights Expositor, September 27, 1862.
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The Reconstruction Era
1865–1877he Reconstruction era is the 

period directly after the Civil War 
when the victorious Union 
implemented a series of  

policies to reunify the country, protect 
the civil rights of  the freedmen, and 
reconstruct the Southern society and 
economy. Since the war had been 
fought primarily on Southern soil, 
the landscape was devastated, and 
the loss of  slave labor severely hurt 
the Southern cotton economy as 
freedmen wanted to grow food for 
themselves rather than cotton for 
sale. In addition to social services, 
Congress sought to improve the 
Southern economy by investing in 
railroad and shipping infrastructure. 
Further, former Confederates were 
angry that they had lost the war, so the 
U. S. Army occupied much of  the South 
throughout the Reconstruction period 
to prevent the war from resuming and to 
protect the freedmen.

As soon as the slaves were emancipated 
on January 1, 1863, President Lincoln 
began working on a plan to help the 
newly-freed slaves find a place in civil 
society and reunify the country as 
quickly as possible once the war was 
over. Congress passed the Thirteenth 
Amendment, which officially abolished 
slavery and was the first of  three 
Reconstruction Amendments to the U. S. 
Constitution. Unfortunately, after a series 
of  speeches that supported giving former 
slaves the right to vote, Lincoln was 
assassinated, and Vice President Andrew 
Johnson took over the Reconstruction 
project. Johnson strongly believed in 
states’ rights, limited government, and 
literal interpretation of  the Constitution 
and considered Reconstruction 
completed once the goals of  unifying 
the country and ending slavery were 
achieved.  
   While expediting the return of  the 
Confederate states to the Union, he 
pardoned many of  the Confederate 
leaders, which made it much easier for 
them to regain their political power and 

failed to include civil rights protection for 
freedmen. This angered the Republicans 
in Congress who barred the Confederate 
leaders newly reelected to Congress 
from entering. After the contentious 
1866 Congressional elections resulted 
in a massive Republican victory, the 
leading radical faction of  Congress led 
by Thaddeus Stevens had enough votes 
to control the direction and scope of  
Reconstruction beginning in 1867. 

Under Congressional Reconstruction, 
with the support of  President Ulysses 
S. Grant, elected in 1868, Congress put 
the U. S. Army in charge of  the former 
Confederacy. The Army conducted 
new elections in which the freedmen 
were allowed to vote, while Confederate 
leaders were not permitted to vote or 
run for office. These elections resulted 
in interracial Republican governments 
at the city, state, and national levels, 
with a number of  former slaves being 
elected to Congress. Many of  the 
Northern “carpetbaggers” who headed 
south during the Reconstruction era 
seeking opportunity were motivated 
by the desire to support the efforts of  
the Freedman’s Bureau in setting up 
public schools, churches, and hospitals 
for the freedmen. The second and third 
Reconstruction Amendments were 
passed in 1868 and 1870; respectively the 
Fourteenth Amendment extended the 
right of  due process and equal protection 

under the law to freedmen, and the 
Fifteenth Amendment prohibited voting 

discrimination based on “race, color, 
or previous condition of  servitude.” 
White supremacist organizations like 
the Ku Klux Klan, the White League, 
and the Red Shirts were formed to 
curtail the political power of  the 
Republicans and were willing to use 
intimidation and violence to reach 
their goals. Although President Grant 
attempted to suppress the Klan with 
a series of  Enforcement Acts in 1871, 
they remained an active threat that is 
epitomized by the Colfax, Louisiana 
massacre on Easter Sunday, 1873 in 

which nearly 100 freedmen were killed 
after a contested election for governor. 
Along with racial violence, the loss of  
Republican interest after a national 
economic depression in 1873 spelled the 
gradual end of  Reconstruction. Between 
1873 and 1877, white Democratic 
governments calling themselves 
“redeemers” replaced interracial 
governance at the local, state and federal 
levels. They quickly moved to enact “black 
codes” that became known as Jim Crow 
laws, restricting the civil rights of  African 
Americans and institutionalizing white 
supremacy and racial segregation. For 
this reason, despite the great strides made 
toward social justice in the years after 
the Civil War, Reconstruction is largely 
considered a failure, since it took until the 
civil rights struggles of  the 1960s to tear 
down the legacy of  the Jim Crow laws.

 A Freedmen’s Bureau agent, Harper’s Weekly sketch, 1868.

T
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Veterans of the Civil War
ollowing the Civil War,  
the surviving soldiers 
never forgot their service 
to either the Union or the 

Confederacy. In the years after 
the war, soldiers gathered at the 
state and local levels with their 
comrades-in-arms on both sides 
of  the conflict. Union veterans 
formed the Grand Army of  the 
Republic (GAR) in 1866, just a 
year after the war ended, while 
the United Confederate Veterans 
(UCV) was formed in 1889. 
These fraternal organizations, 
created for camaraderie and 
mutual support, evolved into 
advocacy groups that established 
war memorials and were active in 
support of  veterans’ issues.

On April 6, 1866, the GAR was 
formed for Union soldiers, sailors and 
marines by Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson 
in Decatur, Illinois on the principles of  
“Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty.” As the 
largest organization of  Union veterans, 
the GAR lobbied Congress to establish 
veterans’ pensions and set up funds for 
the relief  of  war widows and orphans. 
They also promoted the concept that 
the citizens of  America owed a debt of  
gratitude to the men who fought to unite 
a divided nation. Our national holiday of  
Memorial Day started as Decoration Day 
when GAR members visited cemeteries 
on May 30, 1868 to place wreaths of  
flowers on the graves of  fallen comrades. 

The last decades of  the 19th century 
were the high point of  Civil War 
commemorations across the nation. 
The UCV was formed in New Orleans 
on June 10, 1889 from various local 
veterans’ associations. The UCV 
grew through the 1890s with 1,555 
camps represented at the annual 
reunion in 1898. They reached their 
peak membership in 1903–04 until 
the organization gradually declined as 
members began to pass away. Both of  
these organizations maintained a military 
structure with local posts or camps 

F

and annual encampments. Little Rock, 
Arkansas hosted 106,000 members and 
guests of  the UCV for their 1911 annual 
convention. Locally, the Confederate 
veterans’ society was called the Johnnie 
Rebs of  Fresno.

Membership for the GAR reached 
its peak in 1890 with over 400,000 
veterans in over 7,000 posts across the 
country. As former soldiers migrated 
into the American West, local posts 
were established across the country, 
including the GAR Atlanta Post No. 
92 in Fresno, California. Established 
in November 1885, the Fresno GAR 
began with 24 members meeting at the 
Good Templars Hall. The post reached 
a peak of  150 active members in 1892. 
Smaller posts were also established in 
Selma and Madera in the mid-1890s. 
Over the years the GAR membership 
declined until Dennis McCarty, the 
last of  Fresno’s Union veterans passed 
away in April 1941. Fresno’s Atlanta 
Post dedicated its efforts primarily to 
Memorial Day tributes and funeral 
services for its members. Among 
others, Union veterans Henry Roemer, 
Lafayette Norman, and Peter Morgan 
were buried in Liberty Veterans’ 
Cemetery at Mountain View Cemetery 
on Belmont Avenue. After years of  
declining membership, the national 

GAR was formally dissolved in 
1956 upon the death of  its last 
member, Albert Woolson.

These organizations were 
succeeded by hereditary 
associations of  the children and 
family of  Civil War soldiers. 
The Sons of  the Union 
Veterans of  the Civil War was 
established in 1881, and the 
Sons of  Confederate Veterans 
began in 1896. There were 
also women’s organizations 
such as the United Daughters 
of  the Confederacy (UDC), 
which was organized in 1894 
in Nashville, Tennessee 
for direct descendants of  

Confederate veterans. The General 
Tyree H. Bell Chapter No. 708 of  the 
UDC was chartered in Fresno on April 
21, 1904. The chapter was named for 
a Confederate general who lived the 
latter part of  his life in Fresno County. 
The United Daughters met several 
times a year through the mid-1930s 
at the Hotel Californian and Hotel 
Fresno. In the early 20th century, 
these veterans’ organizations and their 
descendants came together in Blue and 
Gray celebrations to keep the memory 
of  Civil War soldiers’ wartime sacrifices 
alive through historic education and 
community service.

Veterans at 50th reunion of  Gettysburg, 1938
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Eyewitness: Primary Sources
WHAT IS A  

PRIMARY SOURCE?

Primary sources are eyewitness 
accounts of  events. They can 
take many forms—a letter or 
entry in a diary, a photograph 
or drawing, a song or a poem, a 
map or newspaper article. As you 
learn about the Civil War, primary 
sources connect you directly with 
the soldiers, families, and even 
children who lived during that 
important time in our country’s 
history. These resources are real 
and personal—recording the 
emotions, actions, observations, 
values, and attitudes of  the 
people about whom history 
is written. Through studying 
primary sources, you can learn to 
analyze how a person’s point of  
view can affect the interpretation 
of  an event.

Letters allow the reader to enter 
the world of  the writer. From the 
warfront, soldiers wrote home about 
their adventures, the horrors of  battle, 
their loneliness, and worries about 
the families back home, and because 
they were uncensored, the letters 
also contained detailed reports of  
marches, battles, and troop morale. 
From the home front, wives wrote 
about their troubles and joys, news 
of  the children, and expressed fears 
for the safety of  their husbands and 
families. The writers themselves never 
dreamed that their correspondence 
would someday be read by strangers 
generations later and used as part 
of  Civil War history books and 
documentaries. In the book For Cause 
and Comrades: Why Men Fought in the 

Civil War, James McPherson, a 
historian who won the Pulitzer 
Prize for his writings about this 
war, used 25,000 letters and 250 
diaries from over 1,000 Yankee 
and Rebel soldiers to analyze 
the reasons for which men 
joined the armies.

Diaries and journals 
are the most private form of  
communication because the 
writer is talking to herself  or 
himself. First-hand, unedited 
documents of  the Civil War, 
these eyewitness descriptions 
reveal the writer’s emotions and view 
points about battle, the daily challenges 
of  camp life, struggles at home, and  
the meaning and purpose of  the 
war. With certain groups of  people, 
for example women and African 
Americans, the diaries and journals 
provide the only detailed record of  
their participation in the war.

Photographs, for the first 
time in American history, told the 
grim story of  war. During the Civil 
War, photographers followed the 

armies and provided pictures of  the 
troops in camp, battle preparation, 
and its aftermath. After the Battle 
of  Antietam in September 1862, 
the military allowed Northern 
photographers to record the 
battlefield scene before the dead 
were buried. People in New York 
City were totally unprepared for 
the dramatic photographs that the 
famous photographer Mathew 
Brady presented in the exhibit “The 
Dead of  Antietam.” Other well-
known photographers including 
Alexander Gardner, George Barnard, 
and Timothy O’Sullivan created 
unforgettable  
images of  the war.  
Individual soldiers  
could have their  
images made  
on a “tintype”  
to send home.  
This popular  
type of                                         
photograph  
was produced  
on a small  
piece of  coated  
metal by traveling  
photographers.

Other sources of  
“eyewitness” history

Music and songs
Poetry
Maps
Newspapers
Paintings and drawings
Oral history
Official records
(Military and government 
documents)

Brady’s photographic outfit in the field

Mathew Brady
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Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of  Congress
Students have access to the Papers of  Lincoln comprising 
61,000 images and 10,000 transcriptions, including a wide 
range of  Lincoln’s letters. The treasures include Lincoln’s 
draft of  the Emancipation Proclamation and his draft of  the 
second Inaugural Address.

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtml/malhome.html
 
The Battle of  Appomattox Court House

This site from the Civil War Trust has links to an overview 
of  the battle, a view of  the battle map, historical facts, 
resources, articles, photographs and videos from the war’s 
last battle in Virginia.

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/appomattox-
courthouse.html

California State Military Museum
The site explores California’s role in the Civil War. At the
homepage click on California Military History and then click 
California and the Civil War.

http://www.militarymuseum.org/

The California Underground Railroad
Images of  letters, journals, photographs, documents,
newspapers, and more tell the often overlooked experiences 
of  African-American slaves in California.

http://digital.lib.csus.edu/cdm/landingpage/
collection/curr

Civil War Women: Primary Sources on the Internet
View primary sources on women in the Civil War. Included 
are diaries and letters that document women’s experiences.

http://guides.library.duke.edu/c.php?g=289364&p=
1929646

Gilder Lehrman Institute of  American History—
The Civil War Era

The Civil War home page features multimedia presentations 
by noted historians, primary source documents, interactive 
exhibits, and in-depth teaching resources.

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/ 

National Museum of  Health and Medicine
(of  the Armed Forces Institute of  Pathology)

At the home page click on Exhibits to view: To Bind Up the 
Nation’s Wounds: Medicine During the Civil War; Abraham 
Lincoln: The Final Casualty of  the War; and Walt Whitman’s 
Soldiers.      
   http://www.medicalmuseum.mil/

National Park Service: The Civil War: 150 Years
This site’s homepage features a scrolling history lesson 
highlighting important dates and events from late 1860 
through early 1862. Each lesson has in-depth material about 
a Civil War-era event and a current counterpoint event or 
issue in American history (with in-depth material). The NPS 
main Civil War website is an excellent source for in-depth 
study (especially the Stories and People sections).

http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/civilwar150.htm

Selected Civil War Photographs Collection: Library of
Congress—American Memory

Over 7,000 images of  the Civil War have been digitized by  
the Library of  Congress and include scenes of  military 
personnel, preparations for battle and the aftermath of  
battle.

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/awhhtml/awpnp6/
civilwar_photo.html

Smithsonian National Museum of  American History:
The Price of  Freedom: Americans at War

This site documents the history of  America at War  
through an exhibition using photographs, documents,  
and artifacts; click on Collection Search to find Civil War 
artifacts; click on Learning Resources to download an 
exhibition self-guide and teacher’s manual with learning 
strategies for students.

http://amhistory.si.edu/militaryhistory/

Underground Railroad @National Geographic
Experience the journey northward on the Underground 
Railroad as you make choices along the routes slaves 
followed toward freedom. Teachers note the Educator Guide 
and Related Materials.
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/maps/
undergroundrailroad/

                                                                                         
The Valley of  the Shadow: Two Communities in the
American Civil War

This project focuses on two communities —one Union, 
Franklin County, Pennsylvania and one Confederate,  
Augusta County, Georgia—incorporating thousands of  
sources (letters, diaries, soldiers records, newspapers, battle 
maps, census records). The project enables students to enter 
an Archives and explore every dimension of  the conflict and 
write their own Civil War histories. Teachers should view 
Using the Valley Project for excellent Teaching Resources 
and Lesson Plans for grades 7–12.

http://valley.lib.virginia.edu/

Links to Learn More
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CIVIL WAR REVISITED

EVENT INFORMATION
FOR A FULL SCHEDULE OF EACH 
DAY’S EVENTS VISIT
civilwarrevisited.org
 
FREE PROGRAM AVAILABLE  
AT EVENT 
 
Entrance to Kearney Park for the 
event is $10 per adult, $6 per child 
(ages 6–12), free for ages 5 and under. 
Students arriving in school buses, $5.

MEET AND TALK WITH 
HISTORICAL FIGURES

President Abraham Lincoln
Confederate President Jefferson Davis
General Grant 
General Lee
Mary Chesnut
Elizabeth Keckley
Mary Custis Lee
Harriet Tubman

PROGRAMS
Period Music
Living History Demonstrations
Outdoor Classrooms

THE SOLDIERS  
AND THE BATTLES

Hundreds of  soldiers—“Johnny 
Rebs” and “Billy Yanks”—set up 
Union and Confederate camps. 
Reenactment battles fill the park 
with all the thunder of  cannon, 
charging cavalry, and companies 
of  advancing troops firing their 
weapons.

BATTLE SCHEDULE
Saturday 1:00pm and 5:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm

FOR MORE INFORMATION, visit civilwarrevisited.org

Trail
Time Traveler’s

Discover  
Civil War History

MEET ABE LINCOLN 
& ELIZABETH KECKLEY

TALK TO A DOCTOR 
IN A FIELD HOSPITAL

WATCH PERIOD ARTISANS 
AND CIVILIANS  

IN ACTION

Pick up your map at  
the Info Booth
Get a stamp at each 
stop on the trail
Pick up your prize at 
the Mercantile Store

This publication is  
underwritten by:

Educational Employees  
Credit Union 

Fresno County Superintendent  
of  Schools 

Fresno Unified School District 
Clovis Unified School District

Washington Unified School District
Sanger Unified School District 

Tulare County Office of  Education
The Study Guide is produced by  

the Fresno Historical Society

October 19 & 20 Kearney Park
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